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"Jewishness is more than a set of beliefs and rituals, more than what is 

compressed into tenets and rules. Jewishness is not in the fruit - but in the sap 

that stirs through the bones of the tree." (Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel) 
 

_______ 

A Year in  Review  
The Jewish roots of Budapest run deep, its cultural and traditional identity forged across 

generations. After the Holocaust decimated a once thriving Jewish community, a remnant of Jewish 

Budapest emerged to restore and rebuild what once was. These painstaking efforts bear fruit today 

as a flourishing Jewish life has returned to the city. Now, in its 29th year, JCC Budapest is 

reimagining the future.   

And that future is more promising, innovative, inclusive ² and Jewish ² than ever before. Thanks to 

JDC's three decades of cultivated support, JCC Budapest-Bálint Ház, has emerged as the 

community's Jewish epicenter. The JCC is developing its social responsibility branch, and enhancing 

Jewish life through stellar Jewish education, cultural, and service opportunities.  

What's Inside?   
This report showcases JCC Budapest's three program pillars and important takeaways from the 

2022-2023 programmatic year. It also details the contribution of Board Members, Friends of JCC 

Budapest and local lay leaders who, together with JDC professional staff, are ensuring the JCC's 

stability and sustainability today and for the future. Look for new features like video highlights and 

data visualization for a next-level look at the organization's remarkable achievements.  

CLICK HERE to play video!  

Please scroll down to read more, or select the titles below to jump to a specific section:   

Jewish Knowledge  
and Education  

Social  
Responsibility  

Community  
Engagement  

Challenges   
and Opportunities  

Organizational  
Developments  

Financial  
Info rmation  

 

_______ 

Everything you will read in the pages to follow was made possible because of your vital support this 

past year. Thank you for your partnership. It has been essential to the JCC's growth, the sun and soil 

that enables Budapest's tree of Jewish life to blossom. 

 
   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lr5-RDXgcU&t=13s
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"What does it mean to be Jewish in the 21st century? At JCC Budapest, this 

question guides how we think and what we do. JCC Budapest is a vibrant 

community whose aim is to strengthen Jewish identity, help people find their roots, 

and celebrate the diversity of Jewish life." 

 Ǆ Marcell Kenesei, JCC Director 

 "JCC Budapest is a vibrant open platform of Jewish activity in the city, offering 

creative avenues for Jews at different points in their Jewish journey to come 

together in order to find meaning and a sense of community. JCC Budapest®s 

impressive growth points to a thirst for Jewish engagement and connections, and I 

am eager to see what the team will accomplish in the years ahead."  
- Mircea Cernov, JDC Hungary Country Director 
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Planting the Seeds for a Jewish Future  
JCC Budapest is a greenhouse for Jewish growth. It offers opportunities to bring a unique brand of 

universal Judaism to the heart of the community. The programs within the building and beyond the 

JCC's walls breathe modern life into ancient Jewish wisdom and tradition. 
_______ 

Holiday Programming Ь In 2022-2023, community members came out to 

celebrate Jewish holidays together with the JCC Budapest family.   

 

On their way to the Mriya Winter Family Camp at Szarvas, 115 visitors from JCC 

Migdal Odesa were welcomed by JCC Budapest for a Purim holiday event. The festive 

gathering offered Ukrainian Jews respite from the ongoing crisis and brought the two 

communities closer. After exploring the streets of Budapest, the group experimented 

with science and technology at the Palace of Wonders and took part in a traditional 

Megillah reading. Colorful costumes added a joyful touch, helping the visitors 

momentarily forget worries awaiting them back home. 
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Another highlight was the all-night learning Shavuot event, with a record-breaking turnout of over 220 

participants. The program featured lectures on Kabbalah, unpacking Antisemitism, freedom of 

speech, civil activism, minority rights, and Jewish community relations. Hands-on embroidery 

workshops and a musical guitar concert of Hungarian poet Gergely Balla's works closed out the 

remarkable evening.   

"No matter how you want to celebrate your night ² whether in 

a lecture series or something creative ² you get to 

decide...here at JCC Budapest, events bring people together 

no matter their background to figure out what Judaism means 

to them." 

 ² Dan Alpert, 2nd Year JDC Entwine JSC Fellow and  

JCC Budapest Global Engagement Coordinator  

 

DIY Boxes and Products  Ь The DIY Judaism initiative expands the organization's reach, helping 

the JCC connect with Jews living far from the JCC as well as those who are more distant from 

Jewish practice. The JCC team produced three DIY boxes filled with creative, must-have items for 

families to celebrate Shabbat and holidays comfortably at home. This successful, "outside-the-box" 

initiative speaks to the significant demand for an accessible Judaism, one that the Jews of Budapest 

can make their own. 

 

 

 

Holiday Websites Ь JCC Budapest also curated eight interactive holiday websites loaded with 

information on holiday observance, community events, recipes, games, and more. The content 
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reached 50,000 viewers, including both newcomers and seasoned participants of 

religious observance.  

 

These holiday website platforms are an essential part of the JCC's innovative Jewish 

education strategy. It reflects the overarching goal of meeting community members 

where they are, in an inviting, approachable way. 

   
 
Click Here! Tu B'Shvat  Purim   Pesach    

 
Shavuot  Rosh Hashana  Sukkot  Hanukka h  
 

 
Shabbat and Holiday Games  Ь Developed by JCC Budapest's educational 

team, the Shabbat Angels and Passover Seder card games continued to grace family 

tables across Jewish Budapest and the world. These interactive sets featured 

question/answer prompts and thoughtful conversation starters on Jewish themes. The 

games were recently redesigned and branched out to new languages: English, 

Swedish, and a Russian-language version is under development.  

 

Holiday Ambassadors Ь In 2022-2023, the Holidays Ambassadors program influenced Jewish 

Budapest far and wide. The JCC teamed up with 20 local Jewish influencers to spread the word 

about community activities, Jewish holiday content, and to feature holiday boxes on their social 

media channels. This brought greater exposure to the JCC's work, with peak engagement during 

Hanukkah and Passover. Through the Holiday Ambassadors program, 75 local Jewish families and 

even more social circles connected to the JCC network. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tubisvat.balinthaz.hu/
http://purim.balinthaz.hu/
http://peszah.balinthaz.hu/
http://savuot.balinthaz.hu/
http://zsidoujev.balinthaz.hu/
https://satrak.balinthaz.hu/
http://hanuka.balinthaz.hu/
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JCAMP Ь During the week of the Passover holiday, JCamp welcomed 100 campers (ages 6-12), 

counselors, and volunteers near scenic Lake Valence. This year's program explored the timeless 

significance of freedom: past, present, and future. 

 

Camp kicked off with a traditional Kabbalat Shabbat service, followed by activities like hora dancing, 

meditation, soccer, bibliodrama, volleyball, and more. In a roundtable activity, campers reimagined 

the Exodus story in a contemporary context. With the Biblical story of Moses freeing the Jews from 

bondage as a jumping off point, counselors challenged campers to question their dependency on cell 

phones, internet, and the harmful effects of cyberbullying. 

   

 

"For many people here, Judaism is not necessarily part of their daily 

lives. When we go to a camp like this it helps to see I®m not alone, I 

have a community."  

-Sarah,14, Camper 

 

CLICK HERE to play video!  
 

Rounding out the week was an 

unforgettable highlight. JCamp 

extended a warm invitation to 

members of the All-Heart dance 

group, a club for adults with autism 

and Down Syndrome who live 

under parental guardianship. These 

families often face challenging 

socio-economic situations as 

parents are unable to work due to 

the continuous need for caregiving. 

JCamp arranged daily arts and 

crafts and hora dancing sessions 

for much-needed respite and 

quality family time.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voFHMI56Glc
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Fostering Tikkun Olam for a Better World  
JCC Budapest is passionate about creating a society that reflects its Jewish values. The JCC 

spearheads this mission together with local Jewish activists, who rally around the organization as their 

partner for carrying out Tikkun Olam and making the world a better place.  

_______ 

Safe Space Ь The JCC launched a weekly program to alleviate the 

lasting trauma facing the refugee children of the Ukraine crisis. 

Organized in collaboration with the Hungarian social enterprise 

NestingPlay, Safe Space offers therapeutic play activities led by 

professional animators. In June 2023, JCC Budapest operated a two-

week day camp based on the Safe Space model. It was attended by 

30 children and staffed by both native Ukrainian speakers and 

NestingPlay experts. Together, they created new childhood memories 

of arts and crafts, learning, and enrichment.  
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Relief Work for Ukrainian Refugees Ь JCC Budapest assisted over 30,000 refugees from 

Ukraine. Throughout the 2022-2023 year, JCC Budapest hosted several camps for Ukrainian 

children, as well as six Open Weekends, welcoming 12,000 Ukrainian refugees of all backgrounds. 

These weekends provided refugees with much needed clothing, food, emotional support and 

additional information about refugee services. The Charity Shop, open daily, continued to collect 

essential goods for Ukrainian refugees, with secondhand items generously donated by the 

Hungarian Jewish community. In addition, JCC offered a variety of weekly programs catered to 

Ukrainians, the most popular of which were yoga and Hungarian language classes. A number of 

Ukrainians have joined the JCC team, to make sure all programming includes Ukrainians, and 

supports them in the best way possible. 

 

Through these nonsectarian outreach efforts, JCC Budapest demonstrated its deep commitment to 

Social Responsibility. The JCC led the way in responding to humanitarian crisis and welcomed the 

Ukrainian community with open arms and a warm embrace. The JCC partnered with many other 

organizations to ensure critical continued support for Ukrainian refugees in Hungary, including 

Patent, EMMA, Trauma Center, Beli Buba, MigrationAID (SOS Ukraine), Kek-Vonal, and Menedék.  

 

CLICK HERE to play video!  

 

Pride -  JCC Budapest marked Pride Month with multiple events 

celebrating tolerance and acceptance. Twenty local Jewish 

organizations gathered under the JCC banner in support of 

LGBTQ+ rights in Hungary, affirming a shared belief for an inclusive 

and open community. This collective act of allyship sent a powerful 

message of Jewish support. 

 
Another focal point was a special inclusivity-themed Shabbat 

service in partnership with Sim Shalom Reform Congregation. It 

was joined by Ambassador Désirée Bonis of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands, Second Secretary Wouter Kuin, and Israeli Deputy Counsel General Moran Birman.  

 
In addition, JCC Budapest served as an official sponsor and proudly led a group of over 60 

participants in the annual Budapest Pride March ² triple the strength of last year! In response to a 

call to action, 18 Jewish civil organizations expressed their solidarity, and several of them joined the 

JCC in the parade.  

 

Mitzvah Project Ь For this year's Mitzvah Project, 

students spent five weeks volunteering with Habitat for 

Humanity Hungary and From Street to Home 

Association (Utcából Lakásba Egyesület or ULE). The 

initiative culminated with JCC Budapest's Mitzvah Day, 

where volunteers shared their experiences with the 

community. Their installations and inspiring storytelling 

showcased important strides advancing the issue of fair 

and equitable housing.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrbMJpOLb3k
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Grounded in Jewish Connection to One Another   
JCC Budapest welcomes more than 4,500 visitors each month for dynamic cultural and community 

programs. With activities for all ages, the JCC has returned and even surpassed pre-COVID 

engagement benchmarks. Over the course of the year, JCC Budapest offers thousands of Jewish 

children, teens, young adults, families, and seniors a place of connection and belonging.  
_______ 

Shalom Club  Ь This year, the JCC's social program for seniors and 

Holocaust survivors in Budapest reached 117 members, offering nearly 30 

activities every month. Meeting safely in hybrid online programming and also 

outdoors, seniors enjoyed daily exercise classes, cultural events, holiday 

celebrations, and informal get-togethers. The club offered a sense of 

community to those who need friendship the most, especially after the 

loneliness of the COVID-19 period. 
 

Young Adult Professional Program (YAPP) Ь YAPP is JCC Budapest's flagship program for 

young Jewish professionals. It is an opportunity that matches rising stars with industry experts for 

structured mentorship. This year's mentors guided mentees across a wide range of topics, from 
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filmmaking and real estate to the world of music. Workshops and team-building activities offered 

YAPP members better insight into themselves and their profession through collaborative work. At the 

same time, the opportunity to mentor helped engage young professionals in the community, who 

often drift away from Jewish life to focus on personal development in their everyday lives. 

"YAPP came at a crossroads in my life. I was looking for professional directions 

and options. My mentors were experienced and able to see my needs while 

helping further develop my curiosity. The JCC®s freedom and flexibility in this 

program helped me develop my own relationship with my mentor, for which I am 

very grateful." - Keszi B. 

Aside from YAPP, JDC Budapest also offered many other programs for young adults ² including 

social and educational programming. Greater engagement of young adults had led to much higher 

participation and activism among young adults, who stepped up as madrichim (counselors) for 

JCamp and children's programs, and volunteer initiatives (especially LGBTQ initiatives and helping 

Ukrainian refugees).  

 

The JCC has also initiated a Young Adult Mini-Board, encouraging young adult community members 

to take more active leadership roles in the community. 

 

TeenLab  -  Designed to give teens a taste of 21st century careers and help them to discover areas of 

interest, TeenLab provided a wide spectrum of exciting afterschool courses for Jewish 12 to 17-year-

olds. Club participants took a deep dive into game and website development, electronics, video and 

sound production, motion graphics, and startup innovation. This ¯buffet° style, non-academic 

programming expanded the teens horizons, offering a plethora of new creative pathways before 

committing to one workshop for the semester.  

 
Public Community Events   

Jewish and Israeli  Film  Festival  (ZSIFI) -  The big 

screen is often a reflection of the intimate thoughts, 

feelings, and sentiments ensconced in people's hearts. 

It is imperative to raise representation of Jewish lives 

and storylines in cinema to break down the harmful 

stereotypes that underpin pervasive antisemitism. 

  
JCC Budapest's 11th Annual Jewish and Israeli Film 

Festival was the largest, multi-day event featuring 

Jewish-themed film in Central and Eastern Europe. It 

was a chance for Jews and the broader public to better 

understand the ordinary and complex corners of Jewish 

experiences. A blend of entertainment and 

enlightenment, the Film Festival offered valuable teaching moments through the medium of cinema. 
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This year's festival was held from November 30 ² December 4, 2022, with 

2,600 tickets sold for in-person and on-line screenings. The festival 

kicked off to a full house at the Puskin Theater, including both local and 

foreign dignitaries from the United States, Israel, and Germany. 

Audiences especially enjoyed the patronage and opening remarks of 

Budapest®s mayor Gergely Karücsony. 

 

Presented in their original language with Hungarian subtitles, the lineup 

featured 38 screenings of some of the best Israeli films, as well as 

international standouts from the US, Poland, France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary. The event also featured experts and film personalities for 

roundtable discussions. Across the Film Festival's various venues and platforms, the average 

participant age shifted from senior citizens to the 40²60-year-old bracket.  
 

Adding to the spirit of celebration, the festival acknowledged standouts with "best in category" 

awards. For the first time, panels of Jewish community members, partners of JCC Budapest, Shalom 

Club and student movements, as well as 550 members of the general public selected their favorite 

films for acknowledgement.  

 

Hanucatalyst  -  The 2022 Hanucatalyst 

Award celebrated the symbolic light-bearers of 

Budapest's Jewish community. Coinciding with 

the holiday of Hanukkah and its story of Jewish 

light and strength, JCC Budapest gathered to 

honor the work of local Jewish organizations 

and inspiring individuals who achieved impact 

this past year. This year was the largest 

Hanucatalyst yet ² with 4,000 participants. 

 

CLICK HERE to play video!  

 

The event was attended by the new United States Ambassador to Hungary, Ambassador David 

Pressman, who shared that hope shines bright when the Jewish people come together as one. 

 

Judafest -  The Jewish cultural street festival organized by JCC 

Budapest has become a mainstay of the city's cultural calendar. 

Now in its 16th year, this free annual event welcomes the public to 

experience a kaleidoscope of Jewish art, music, film, food, and 

local landmarks on the streets they know and love.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXTSRE-pCLk
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In September 2023, Judafest hosted 13,000 

participants for community street walks, 

Rumbach synagogue programs, and Jewish 

cultural moments on the main stage at Madách 

Square. The theme of "Freedom" served as the 

backdrop to children's shows, musical concerts, 

live culinary demos, and thoughtful panel 

discussions with local Jewish figures.  Taken 

together, it was a remarkable display of Jewish 

spirit for all to experience in the heart of 

Budapest.  
 

CLICK HERE to play video!  
 

BUILDING JEWISH BRIDGES -  JCC Budapest rolled out the welcome mat to many visitors, including 

members of this year's JDC Global Expedition mission trip to Hungary. During Fall 2022/Winter 2023, 

the JCC hosted the Jewish Federations of Palm Beach, St. Louis, and the JFNA National Young 

Leadership Cabinet. These crossroads created bridges of connection and showcased the 

organization's work to future partners. Cherished friends from Palm Beach even returned in July 2023 

to deepen the joint advocacy efforts in support of LGBTQ+ individuals within both communities.  

 

JCC Budapest also served as a regional leader for the Jewish community of Hungary and Central/ 

Eastern Europe. Joining forces with JCC Global to lead an initiative connecting JCC's in the region, 

JCC Budapest helped create innovative community programs to enhance Jewish life on the continent.  
 

The JCC's horizons expanded across the ocean. Its professional team made three trips to the US ² 

visiting Atlanta, New York, Florida, and California ² to strengthen relationships and update 

stakeholders on efforts to grow the local Jewish community. These meetings shored up vital 

partnerships with the Palm Beach Federation, as both communities tackle similar challenges and 

share aspirations for a more inclusive Jewish future.  

 

 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The dynamics of local life in Budapest today - and Hungary as a whole - are complex. Jewish 

Budapest often feels the ripple effects of a fluctuating social, economic, and political situation. The 

challenges of the past year were significant; equally so was JCC Budapest's commitment to making 

a meaningful difference in the lives of others. 

 

Hungary is now home to over 50,000 Ukrainian refugees of all backgrounds and 

denominations. The JCC's main challenge was in maintaining aid to thousands of 

refugees despite fewer resources. JCC Budapest galvanized local organizations and in-

kind support to ensure a continued, compassionate Jewish response to the crisis.  

 

https://youtu.be/5PPA96tCXxI
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JCC Budapest improved its organizational procedures and policies since becoming an 

independent NGO last year. This rapid growth has been a learning curve, requiring 

creative solutions to new realities. As the number of program participants and visitors 

surpassed the capacity of the JCC building, some events were outsourced to external 

venues. This expanded the JCC footprint to more touchpoints throughout the city.  

 

JCC Budapest champions modern causes across a diverse community landscape. 

While this fresh take on programming invites more participants, it also requires a 

sensitive balance to ensure that all members feel seen and heard. The JCC engaged 

new audiences through its social responsibility projects. This increased involvement is 

important and adds to the mosaic of Jewish community life in Budapest. The effort was 

coupled with continued outreach to long-standing local Jewish groups, to promote 

cohesion and ensure unity within the broader Jewish community. 

 

_______ 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Bonded in Partnership -  JDC has been JCC Budapest's foundational partner since its doors 

first opened in 1994. Following more than a quarter-century of sustaining the center, JDC's focus 

has now graduated to facilitating the JCC as an independent entity. This shift is a testament to JDC's 

overarching mission of empowering Jewish communities so they may ultimately stand strong on their 

own.  

    

 

Under this new paradigm, JCC's collaborative partnership with JDC continues. As the JCC closes its 

first year as an autonomous NGO, JDC remains an invaluable resource providing far more than just 

financial support. Senior members within JDC offer JCC Budapest ongoing mentorship, strategic 

guidance, network expansion, fundraising assistance, and a direct relationship with Jewish 

Federations.  

 

Most importantly, JDC shares its 100+ years of experience in Jewish community building. This 

legacy is at work in Budapest today, as JDC assists the JCC in convening local leaders, board 

members, and partners to build a responsible, resilient Jewish community that leads its own local 

Jewish life.  

 

Expanded Staff and Organizational Capacity  Ь JCC Budapest expanded its staff and 

restructured departments to better meet community needs. Gergœ Borbüs serves as Creative 

Director, and overseas communications and programming, taking a year-round programming focus. 
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Additionally, Jutka Lübeck, who previously managed fundraising efforts, was promoted to Deputy 

Director. In this role, Jutka oversees and streamlines resource development, organizational 

development, partnerships, and social responsibility programming. New hires for social responsibility 

programming have likewise led the JCC's Ukrainian relief efforts with distinction.  

 

The organization's fundraising team also expanded to bolster its financial independence. Fresh 

expertise in securing grants, partnerships, and generating new sources of revenue continue to be 

invaluable in supporting the growing work of the JCC. This investment resulted in a 13% increase in 

support from Friends of JCC, and a 47% increase in JCC Budapest's own income, generated from 

products and services.  

 

Thanks to the success of our fundraising efforts, JCC was able to invest more this year in creating 

tailored programming that reaches targeted groups (i.e. young adult programming). This resulted in 

a significant increase in JCC's budget in 2023. Please see the JCC's financial information on the last 

page of this report.  

 

_______ 
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Thank You 
Consider for a moment the growth rings of a tree. Each one represents the passage of time, the 

accumulation of wisdom, the lessons absorbed, and the strength gained. 

 

This year's growth ring has been JCC Budapest's most robust yet. Your contribution enabled the 

organization to reach even greater heights and create new circles of impact. It brought Jews 

together under the shade of JCC Budapest to grow in Jewish knowledge, social responsibility, and 

community engagement. 

 

Thank you for your generous gift that continues to nurture Budapest's local Jewish community and 

its collective Jewish future.  

 

2023 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

EXPENSES 

2023 Estimated 

Expenses ($US) 

Adult Programs 140,000 

Children®s Programs 79,000 

JCC Without Walls 151,500 

Shalom Club  36,000 

Social Responsibility/Ukraine Crisis  205,500 

Personnel  428,700 

IT 65,000 

Operating Expenses 120,000 

Marketing 28,000 

Fundraising 28,800 

Services (Fitness Center and Café) 12,000 

Reserves/Differences in Exchange Rate/Multi-Year Grants 7,600 

TOTAL $1,302,100 

   
INCOME 2023 Income ($) 

Donations from JCC Friends, foundations and private 

individuals 590,000 

Funds raised from Hungarian and European sources 350,000 

Grants designated for Ukrainian crisis response  200,000 

JDC founding partner support 85,000 

JCC revenue streams: fees for programs and services 77,100 

TOTAL  $1,302,100 

 

Budget Note: 

- Thanks to fundraising efforts, there was a 13% increase in support from Friends of JCC, and a 

47% increase in JCC Budapest's own income, generated from products and services.  
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About JDC  
JDC is the leading global Jewish humanitarian organization, working in 70 countries to lift lives and 

strengthen communities.  We rescue Jews in danger, provide aid to vulnerable Jews, develop 

innovative solutions to Israel's most complex social challenges, cultivate a Jewish future, and lead 

the Jewish community's response to crises.  For over 100 years, our work has put the timeless 

Jewish value to mutual responsibility into action, making JDC essential to the survival of millions of 

people and the advancement of Jewish life across the globe. More information can be found at 

www.jdc.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.jdc.org/

